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Response Questions
Question 1
As evident, during the colonial period, the colonialists used slave labor from marginalized countries to produce their commodities. A great example was the sugar plantations in South America, where slaves were subjected to all forms of torture and punishment. As stated by Kazekami (2020), the custom of slavery had spread all over the continent before the American Abolitionists realized that free labor was the key to capitalism and increased productivity
Since feudalism, capitalism has dominated the modern world leading to more privatization of production, which is income oriented (Cheney, 2017). As a result, many countries adapted policies that supported capitalism, leading to the rise of wages and the Industrial Revolution. Subsequently, the countries which adapted such systems their economies performed well. Conversely, capitalism didn't solve the worker's problem entirely since they are still exploited in our global economy. The workers have to sell their labor power to survive in a marketplace where there is competition from other workers.  Admittedly, many of the products we use are as a result of the working class who have no choice but to sell their labor in order to survive.
Question 2
As per the reading it is apparent that, most of the foods slaves produced in the 1820s are still made today and are available in the markets and gardens. Slaves engaged mostly in agricultural products, which required a lot of labor. Some of the foods produced by slaves are still favorites in our modern time and are part of our daily diet. These foods include fruits, vegetables, poultry, eggs, pork, sugarcane, and beef. According to Carmichael, the black slaves planted indigenous products such as yams and herbs in their small gardens, which they sold some for money to save.
Carmichael's observations of how plantations were being managed and the black people's treatment could have negatively impacted how the gap between the rich and the poor had widened (Singleton 2016). Although the black people didn’t have enough to eat, the authorities expected gifts from them during Christmas showing lack of empathy. The black people's treatment could imply there was no justice for them since the wealthy aristocrats ruled the plantations and considering the time of writing, he could have concluded that the owners were against the abolishment of the slavery.
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